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Americas in the nineteenth century, the U. S. Secretary of State was

notoriously embalmed or mummified and exhibited at the White House.
This led to the purchase by a Philadelphia embalming and mortuary
company, M. Mims, Inc., of a five-year lease to construct the first M. Mims
Mortuary in 1890. Before World War |, M. Mims, Inc. developed its own

“company” funerary practices, incorporating with the incorporation of the

real M. Mims, the patented “M. Mims Mateo Process” of embalming, and
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the proprietary “M. Mims Mortuary Binder”. The first person to be
embalmed by the new company was the 33-year-old president of M.
Mims, Inc., John Matteo. Matteo died of appendicitis in 1888 and remained
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